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Characteristics of Terrain : i
i |

1. Desert is the general characteristic of South West Africe, varying in degree
from the hills of very sof't barren, ishii“l;iug sand found around Walvis Bey to
the rolling country of Ovamboland covered with thick shrubbery, desert gre ises
and trees. Tsumeb is located on roc:ky ground over |which tons of top s0il were
poured so the peuvple could &riw trees, grass and shrubbery. "Tsumeb", in
Ovambo, means "green place”, The surrounding terrdin ig rolling red clay
covered with desert grasses, thorn trees -- particularly the "drambutu tree" -=
and'scrub brusl.. The country. a.round! Bakersfield, Celifornia is very much like
South West Africa. Cross country traveling in an a}lutomo‘bile is pogeible but
very difflcult. 0One muet be propared o kuock down Small trees and drive tarougn
thick brush. From Cmoruru south the| country tecomes increasingly barren of
the hardy grass patches and sendy; ;':ross country treveling is Just about
impossible hecause oi the sof't sand..!

‘ |
Physical .haracteristics of the Town |

2. The layout of Psumeb is dictated by 't'|.he old Jorden river bed. The river was
redirected when the town wes built aud a park on eijcher gide forms the center
of the towu. On the eastern side of }the river im the stelf townsuip, the
mine and oirices. On the western side is ‘e company tovmeihip, the stores
and schools [Eee town sketch - Enclosure A7. A1l the buildings are made of
brick, wnich, I believe, is made in the town. ALl streets in Teumsbh are
herd zurfaced ampiwit and kept in good “condition by [the Tsumeb Czrvorat;on.
This iz tue oni. town in South West Africe thet has jall paved gtreets, and
one of threz towns that has a sevagc ?.isposal. rlant zud electricity,.

' . |

3. Conmpletely surrounding the town and e:::tending coproimately 14 miles out is
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the huge company farm which is maintained with the most modern farm equipment,
including electric milkers. All kinds of vegetables in season are grown on

The'vegetables are also sold to the independent grocers in town to avoid
‘having vegetables shipped in, which is very expensive, thus preventing an
increase in living costs and wages. Eucalyptue trees are also grown on
jthe farm to be used for mine timbers. The trees are excellent for this . - oo
I purpose benannes they grow BLTaigut, are very strong and never rot. I do

| " not kncw how much acreage is given over to this purpose, but on a farm

| i near Grootfontein I saw a dense, old eucalyptus forest that was much
‘larger then the company grove. Cattle are also raised on the ferm and
lare & cross between an Afrikaener and & type of Germean stock. There are
3 labeat 20 other large farms around Tsumeb ovwned by Afrikaners vho raige

| cattle. Karakul is also raised on the ranches and is en industry second

‘ only to mining. Fishing, particularly lobster fishing at Walvis Bay,

ie the third major industry and farming is fourth.
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1 LTransportation
| : [+ .

1 ;h. :Prior to 194G camels pProvided muach of the transportation in South West

| Africa and were assigned the task of teking the mail up to Nawutoni from

1 ; Tsumeb. Now ﬁune 1953/ all the towns are connectied by dirt highways to

: ‘ bther partse of the country. Thnesge highvways, none of which is paved, are

i unusable from about September to March or April, because of the rains vhich
cause flagh floods that rush quickly to the ocean. This must be borne in
mind in all dic—ussions about the qualities of highways and the efficiency
. of the ccuntry's transportation system.

r""'tce or twice a week. The bus 1g Just slightly emaller than the well-
l;ziowp Greyhound Company buses. Windhoek is the place where one entrains
or emplanes for other barts of the world. The school children also go to

hign school at Windhoek after they have passed through the Tsumeb grade
school system. .

5. A very moder: eir-cenditioned bus mekes tnhe trip from Taumeb to Windhoek
I
I

| ‘ .
| 6. A single engine commercisl plene comes from Windhoek Tuesday and Thursdey
| with the mail. This Plane also carries the few ressengers leaving or

erriving at Tsumeb ang lands on a tiny grass field from wihere cattle often
h?.ve <0 be herded.

T The train cowes to Tsumeb three times a week, Mondey, Wednesdsy and
; Fz:-iday, to bring in supplies ang carry out ore to Welvis Bay. This raLl-
Way ruus to DeAar in Scuth Africa where oae changes to €0 to Rhodesie o:
elsewhere, Thc track i uarrovw geuge (two feet, I believe) from Tsumeb to
Usakos and broed gauge (3' 6" ) from Usakos to Swakormund and Walvis Bay.
| i The train is most primitive for bassenger travel, but well nmaintained due
‘ | to ita greal ilmportence as a supply and ore carrier.

i
i

‘ | . Communications
\ ‘ 1 , !
| 8.! There are two telephone ayvstems in Tsumeb. One of thew ir owned and
| ‘ opgrated by the Tsumeb Corporation and the other is maintained by the
! - government. The company phone system covers the compsny ond staff town-
1 . ships and the government system connects with the privete business town-
! { ship and other towns. The former is quite modern, even more s> than
|

|

‘ ! that commonly used in the US, and uses the dial syRtam. The 1gitter is
i R verly ‘obBolete, using a crank system. One cannot uge the Phone on the

| government eystem on Sundays because tne phone office closes. There ia
i " also a goverument telegraph office that closes Saturdsy afterncons and
!  Sundays.

! | !

|

Water Resources

|

|

|

; o. ;iThe vater suoply for Tsumeb, For all burpcses, is pumped directly fiom
? I the| ecompany mine, Approximately 5C thousend gallons pér day comes Trom

} ‘Ethe!mine. Ihe water for the compeny farm and for the cattle comes from

‘ ‘ : ;it‘vioilakes anrt: of town, OtJikotc, acout 15 miles from town and Otjiginis,

‘ v ! .
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perpendicular walls. Both lekee are supposedly bottomless, but Ojikot» o
bes been found to be 290 feet deep. Two pumps are required to pump the ¥
water from these well-~like hol

|
|
L
which is about 20 miles, are two deep holes about 100 yards across with : H -
]
|
es to the surface of the ground vhere it is \J
piped to tha farm. - ;

Power Supply

10.
appliances is provided by generators in the company mine. I did not see 1 I
these generators and can provide very little information on them, but I \ ‘
was told that they are of Swedish make originelly intended for the USSR \
and somehow diverted to Tsumeb. I believe that Omesruru -and: Wiodhoek
are the only other towns in South West Africa that have electricity.

In the home, electricity is used ounly for the electric lights, refrigerators

and some small appliances. All cooking i done on woodburning stoves, and
the native servants do all the washing by hand.

|
i

The power supply for Tsumeb's electric lights, refrigerators and other : \ :
|

. Roads

|
|
[
11. As previously noted, all roads are impassable from Septewmber to March. \
Just prior to the rains the roads,from use, become very corrugated and R\
very dusty, At this time automobile travel is limited to about 25 miles per ‘ o
rour. At other times of the year one can average about 45 miles per hour, i
but one must be on the lookout for cattle and wild game. The width of the ‘ . H
road varles from sufficient space for four cars to pass one another to the {
width of two cars, apparently dependi.g only on the enthusiasm of the ‘
gcrapers. TL2z roads are very simply made and maintained by the use of %0 1
government scrapers that scoop awvay. the sand tu & depth of ebout one foot. l\
These scrapers are in constant use. I believe six scrapers are used on |
the road from Tsumeb to Walvis Bay, and about 11l scrapers between Tsumeb |
end Windhoek. There is only one bridge between Teumeb and Walvis Bey aside |
from railrved bridges, and the roads s¢re dug across the river beds. |

City Govermment

25X1 12. In & previous report ‘
living in Teumeb. Thie wiaB Incorrect and tane figure should be two thousand L
natives. Of the iwo thousaad whites in Tsumeb 600 work for the mining \
compeny.

These whites are either Germene or Afrikeans with the exception
of three US famiiiles, seven Cangdian families and three UK families, the

\

' |
|there were 20 thousand natives \
|

|

|

heads of wnich are the supervisors of the mining company's departments. i

.....

13. The company supplies and meintains nearly all improvements in Tsumeb end

i
\ |
makes scme effort to conirol the city menagementi committee with varying \\
degrees of success. Tnis committee is composed of a representativa from ﬁ\
the company, & representative from the private business community and two e
or three government representatives. This coumittee spends the biggest

|

B

share of 1ts time trying <o pevrsuate tue company to finance verious \
improvements.

|
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